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President’s Message 
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Compatriots, 

 It has been an honor to serve as your    
President these past few months. I’ve had the 
privilege of witnessing the impressive work being 
done by each LASSAR chapter. 

 On Memorial Day, I attended the Avenue of 
Flags hosted by the Oliver Pollock Chapter. It was 
a moving display of 1,222 veteran casket flags, 
with the Color Guard represented by both the 
James Huey and General Philemon Thomas 
Chapters. I also had the pleasure of joining the   
Attakapas Chapter for one of their meetings. I     
intend to visit every chapter at least once during 
my term. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the George Washington 
Ball in Lafayette, though I heard it was an outstanding event. 

 Looking ahead, the future is bright. The Battle of Baton Rouge     
program is coming together quickly and will debut this year as an NSSAR 
National Event. Planning is underway in collaboration with other esteemed         
historical organizations. A banquet and the Fall LASSAR Board of          
Directors meeting will be held in conjunction with this celebration. 

 



 

 Progress is also being made on grave marking projects in St. Landry 
Parish and St. Martinville, with events expected in Fall 2025. More details 
to follow. 

 I recently sent Chapter Mentor Books to Chapter Presidents. These 
are the same resources I provide to new members once their applications 
are submitted to NSSAR. The guide, available through the NSSAR main 
site, is an excellent tool for mentoring new and prospective members. 
Please make use of it. 

 Another valuable resource is SAR University, also accessible on the 
NSSAR site. It offers short courses on Chapter Officer roles, the Blue    
Database, and Youth Protection. I encourage all members to review these 
materials. 

 It is a privilege to serve you, and I look forward to representing   
LASSAR at the 2025 Annual Congress in Connecticut with pride. 

    Bill LeJeune 
    President, LASSAR 

Awards LASSAR received                                                                    
at the 135th NSSAR Annual Conference                                             

in Uncasville, CT                                                                       
July, 2025           

 
          ·           State Veteran’s Service Award 
          ·           President General’s State Society Activities Competition Award 

- We were third in the NASSAR for States 500-999 
          ·           President General’s Education Outreach Streamer Awards 

-          GPT and Oliver Pollock Chapters 
Participation credit was received for the following Youth awards Contest: 

-          Americanism Poster Contest 
-          SGT Moses Adams Middle School Brochure Contest 
-          Rumbaugh Historical Orations Contest 
-          Outstanding JROTC Cadet Contest 
-          George S & Stella M Knight Award 
-          Marian L Brown Eagle Scout Award 
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Louisiana Society Sons of the American Revolution      

participated in the Grave Marking  with the                                             

Mississippi Society Sons of the American Revolution of                            

Judge Thomas Rodney                                                               

March 28, 2025                                                                          
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L-R:  Tom Jacks, Tony Vets, Mitch Pratt, Paul Bergeron, Jeff Truax, Greg 

Lindsley, Russ Godwin, and Bill LeJeune 



LASSAR State Meeting                                                        

April 12, 2025   Bentley Hotel     Alexandria, Louisiana 
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Meet & Greet 

at the   

Bentley 
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LASSAR State Meeting     

April 12, 2025                                       

Hotel Bentley                                                                                      

Alexandria, LA 
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LASSAR State Meeting                                                                                         

April 12, 2025                                                                                   

Hotel Bentley                                                                                      

Alexandria, LA 

 

 
President Russ Godwin presents  Dr. 

Derrick Spell  the JROTC Fundraising 

Award Medal in recognition for     

supporting the  Service Academy 

Awards Program of NSSAR. 

Brent H. Morock is presented  the         

Lafayette Volunteer Service Medal in   

recognition of volunteer services on      

behalf of the National Society Sons of   

the American Revolution National    

Headquarters. 
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LASSAR State Meeting                                                                                         

April 12, 2025                                                                                   

Hotel Bentley                                                                                      

Alexandria, LA 

 

 

Baton Rouge’s General Philemon 

Thomas Chapter entry of the Sgt. 

Moses Adams Memorial Middle 

School Brochure Contest won the 

State Competition.  Kyler E. Cook’s,  

a 6th grade student of Martha’s    

Vineyard Academy in Baton Rouge,     

brochure will be sent to NSSAR for 

competition in the National Contest. 

Congratulations to Kyler! 

 Dr. Enemund Meullion’s 

Chapter entry in the   

Elementary School 

Poster Contest won the 

state competition.       

Aubrey Biriny’s, 4th 

grade student at       

Montessori Educational 

Center in Alexandria, 

poster will be sent to 

NSSAR for competition 

in the National Contest. 

Congratulations to      

Aubrey! 
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LASSAR State Meeting  Grave Marking                                                                                    

April 12, 2025                                                                                   

Hotel Bentley                                                                                      

Alexandria, LA 

 

 

Southern District Visitors L-R: Dr. 

David Billings, Southern District  

V-P, Philip Z. Horton, Tennessee 

Society President, Russ Godwin, 

LASSAR State President, & Eric 

Alford from the Alabama Society 

Dr. Derrick Spell & Dr. 

Enemund Meullion 

Chapter President,  

Gervais Compton 



 

Dr. David Billings, 

Southern District 

Vice-President 

Greetings from Visiting District & State 

John McBride, 

President of the  

Mississippi State 

Society 

Philip Z. Horton,     

President of the        

Tennessee State Society  
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LASSAR State Meeting  Annual Banquet  Honors & Awards                                                                                   

April 12, 2025     Hotel Bentley    Alexandria, LA 

LSCAR State President Hannah Flynn 

brings Greetings 

State President Russ Godwin presents the Banquet’s 

guest speaker, Louisiana State Treasurer John Fleming 

with the Silver Good Citizenship Medal. 

Cindy Madden, representing 

LSDAR presents LASSAR State 

President Russ Godwin with the 

DAR’s Hannah White Arnett 

Bronze Medal of Distinction for 

Extraordinary Cooperation & 

Outstanding Service to NSDAR 

State Registrar 

Mike Deeter 

receives the 

Silver Henry 

Knox     

Achievement 

Medal from 

LASSAR State 

President Russ 

Godwin for 

achieving an 

85% first time 

approval           

applications 
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LASSAR State Meeting  Annual Banquet  Honors & Awards                                                                                   

April 12, 2025     Hotel Bentley    Alexandria, LA 

Dr. John Fulwilder (center) of the Mississippi State Society presents Compatriots Billy 

LeJeune and Paul Bledsoe with lapel pins for becoming the newest members of the 

George Washington Endowment Fund.  

Karen Vets receives Martha  

Washington 3rd Oak Leaf Cluster 

for continuous outstanding support 

as President of the Ladies Auxiliary 

Cheryl Morock receives Daughters 

of Liberty Oak Leaf Cluster for 

continuous support of LASSAR 

and Dr. Morock 
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LASSAR State Meeting  Annual Banquet                                                                                    

April 12, 2025     Hotel Bentley    Alexandria, LA 

 

The Silver Roger Sherman Medal      

presented to President Russ Godwin for 

his service as two years as Treasurer 

and 4 years total as an officer of       

LASSAR. He also received the Patriot 

Medal for his outstanding service as the 

2024-2025 LASSAR  President.  

Davis Solars received the Silver       

Meritorious Medal for his efforts in       

establishing the Atchafalaya Chapter. 

Randall Domingue received the Patriot 

Medal for his outstanding service as 

LASSAR President in 2023-2024 

Ladies Auxiliary member Martha    

Whitehead received the District Martha 

Washington Medal. 

President Russ Godwin presents      

the Lydia Darragh Medal to Rhonda 

Godwin for her invaluable service to 

him during his term as State President 

Ladies Auxiliary members Karen Vets 

& Cheryl Morock with Compatriot Jeff 

Truax presents the society with a 

$3000 check to help with costs for  the 

society’s student contests. 
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LASSAR State Meeting  Annual Banquet                                                                                    

April 12, 2025     Hotel Bentley    Alexandria, LA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Russ Godwin presents 

the State Distinguished service 

Medal to in-coming President 

Billy LeJeune 

Southern District Vice       

President, Dr. David Billings 

presents President Russ 

Godwin with the District    

Henry Knox Medal with Star. 

Southern District Vice President Dr. 

David Billings presents Tony Vets the 

District Distinguished Service Medal. 

Southern District Vice President 

Dr. David Billings presents Larry 

Joe Reynolds District Henry Knox 

Achievement with Star. 
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LASSAR State Meeting  Annual Banquet                                                                                    

April 12, 2025     Hotel Bentley    Alexandria, LA 

 

 

Southern District Vice President Dr. 

David Billings presents past LASSAR 

State President, Jeff Nolen with the 

District Henry Knox Medal with Star. 

 

State Registrar Mike Deeter was presented 

the “Quilt of Valor” for his Vietnam service 

by Ladies Auxiliary member Rhonda Godwin 

Southern District Vice President Dr. 

David Billings swears in 2025-2026 State Officers:  L-R:  Fr. D.B. Thompson, Chaplain, 

Steve Ray, Historian, Mike Deeter, Registrar, Bradley Hayes, Chancellor, Jeff Truax, 

Treasurer, Jerry Madden, Assistant Secretary, Steve Kubecik, Secretary, Fred      

Hamilton, 3rd Vice President, Derrick Spell, 2nd Vice President, Russ Godwin, 1st Vice 

President, Billy Lejeune, President, and Dr. Billings.  Not Pictured:  Dr. James Morock,  

Surgeon and Patrick Dye, Genealogist. 
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To view the By-Laws of the Louisiana Society                   

Sons of the American Revolution                                          

Check out the following link: 

https://www.lassar.org/uploads/3/4/3/4/34343076/lassar_bylaws_april_2024.pdf 

 

mailto:https://www.lassar.org/uploads/3/4/3/4/34343076/lassar_bylaws_april_2024.pdf


 
 
 The Atchafalaya Chapter completed the renovation and reinstallation of the 
Valenzuela Dans Lafourche Marker in Belle Rose.  The restoration work was done by 
Compatriot Eugene Blanchard and his wife Violet.  The reinstallation was done by 
Compatriots Barry Aucoin, Adam Domingue, Jr., and Eugene Blanchard. 

 The marker was erected by the Louisiana Tourist and Development commission 
in 1965 and marks the area of an 841-acre land grant to Don Juan Vives who was a  
physician as will as an officer in the Galvez Expedition.  The site later became Belle 
Alliance Plantation. 

 The marker had been damaged as the result of an automobile accident.  The 
restoration project was the idea of now deceased Compatriot T.J. Blanchard. 
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At the Chapter’s last meeting, 

Louisiana SAR President, Billy 

LeJeune, awarded compatriot 

David Solar with the State      

Society’s Meritorious Service 

Medal. Compatriot Solar was              

instrumental in establishing the 

Atchafalaya Chapter and served 

as the chapter’s first president. 

In addition, President LeJeune 

awarded the chapter the      

Partners in Patriotism Award for 

the chapter’s patriotic outreach     

efforts  

Randall Domingue 

was honored with the 

presentation of the 

Louisiana Society of 

the Sons of the 

American          

Revolution’s Patriot 

Medal. The medal 

was presented by 

LASSAR State  

President Major Billy 

LeJeune, U.S. Army 

Ret.  

Atchafalaya Chapter LASSAR Thibodeaux, LA 



  Attakapas  Chapter, LASSAR                                                                 

Lafayette, LA 
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The Louisiana State SAR Color Guard, represented by (l-r): Chris Achee, Jeff Truax, (General 

Philemon Thomas Chapter, Baton Rouge), Ted Brode (James Huey Chapter, W. Monroe), and 

Paul Bergeron (General Philemon Thomas Chapter, Baton Rouge) pose at the George         

Washington Ball, hosted by the Attakapas Chapter (Lafayette).  



  Attakapas  Chapter, LASSAR                                                                 

Lafayette, LA 
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Compatriot John Francois led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, following the 
Presentation of the Colors by the  
LASSAR Color Guard at the            
beginning of the 65th Annual     
George  Washington Ball. 

At least 15 LASSAR 

Compatriots from across 

the state attended the 

65th Annual George          

Washington Ball           

co-hosted by the             

Lafayette DAR Galvez 

and the SAR Attakapas 

Chapters on Flag Day 

2025.  Several of our 

compatriots participated 

in the ball as escorts for       

their debutante      

daughters 



  Attakapas  Chapter, LASSAR                                                                 

Lafayette, LA 

 

 Attakapas Chapter continues to remain actively productive and has enjoyed 
many successes since our last report to the "Pelican Patriot".  Although we regret   
having lost several compatriots over the past several months, interest in our             
organization remains strong.  Our Genealogist and Registrar have been staying busy 
assisting new applicants. Their efforts are greatly enhanced by the dedicated and    
expert assistance of Kathy Oliver, the current Regent of the Acadia DAR Chapter in 
Rayne, Louisiana.  Kathy has helped with the completion of at least 12 of our most   
recent applicants. 

 

     Attakapas Chapter meets monthly nine times each year from September through 
May and engages interesting speakers who speak on a variety of topics.  Over the 
past several months, the chapter has enjoyed knowledge-filled presentations by       
experts on topics such as: "The Early Settlement of the Atchafalaya Basin by the  
Europeans", The State Program To Protect Louisiana's Endangered Whooping Crane", 
"The Economic Benefits of the Louisiana Alligator", and The National Program to    
Prevent Child Trafficking and Endangerment.  In May, we invited canine "Cash" and 
his human handler to speak about the work they do to sniff out explosives during large 
events, such as the recent Super Bowl in New Orleans.  For our groups enjoyment  
Canine Cash enthusiastically demonstrated how he expertly goes about sniffing out 
explosives 

 

     Promotion of NSSAR's Youth Awards remains a priority and Attakapas Chapter is 
especially proud that its nominee for the Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Orations 
Competition was sent forward by LASSAR to competition at the national level.  The 
chapter continues to actively support the JROTC program and sent chapter             
representatives to three of the local area high schools to present Outstanding Cadet 
bronze medals and certificates this past April. 

 

    Attakapas Chapter co-hosts the annual George Washington Balls with the Lafayette 
DAR Galvez Chapter.  This year's 65th annual ball was attended by about 200 
guests.  Attakapas Chapter compatriots assist in the planning and the execution of the 
ball.  A significant highlight of the ball this year was the Presentation of the Colors by 
the LASSAR Color Guard.  We estimate that at least 15 compatriots from across the 
State attended the ball this past Flag Day. 

 

     In an effort to raise additional funds to support our district hosting the 2027 NSSAR 
Congress in New Orleans, the Lafayette Chapter teamed with the Baton Rouge and 
the Lake Charles Chapters to conduct an online auction of several items.  The funds 
raised for that effort totaled a little over $750 and the auction was considered a       
success by all.  Gary Stansbury of the Baton Rouge Chapter provided the valuable 
know-how to get the auction up and running and he deserves a hearty round of        
applause.  Thank you Gary! 
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  Attakapas  Chapter, LASSAR                                                                 

Lafayette, LA 

 

       Compatriot Stan Hardee and his lovely wife Linda hosted our Annual Summer   
Social on July 26th at their Lake Arthur Camp.  The event was well attended and  
every guest was very well fed with a menu that included delicious fried catfish,      
crawfish étouffée, cole slaw and apple pie a la mode.  Of course, Stan's famous 
Bloody Mary's were outstanding as usual.  A special highlight of this wonderful event 
was the induction of Attakapas Chapter's newest and youngest member, Compatriot 
Knox Cody Villemarette. 

 

     The chapter's Executive Committee recently met and outlined our objectives and 
programs for the coming year.  We are excited to announce that during each of our  
upcoming meetings, we will dedicate several minutes to brief discussions that we are 
designating as " America 250 Moments".  For each meeting, a chapter compatriot will 
be asked to or will be assigned a specific America 250-related topic to speak about. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ed Chapman, Treasurer,                                                      

  Attakapas Chapter 
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Chapter President Bill McCain presents    

our newest member, Compatriot Knox 

Cody Villemarette with his membership 

certificate following his induction during 

our Annual Summer Social at Compatriot 

Stan Hardee's Lake Arthur, Louisiana 

camp.  Compatriot Villemarette is the 

youngest member of the Attakapas   

Chapter and is currently enrolled as a   

junior at the University of Georgia. 



 Benjamin Tennille  Chapter, LASSAR                                                                 

Monroe, LA 

 

 
                                                                                 
. 
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  On May 1, 2025 the Benjamin  Tennille Chapter        

  presented the Bronze ROTC Medal to Ouachita       

 Parish  High School student   C/PO2 Journee S. Gipson  

Dr. King Scott presents new member certificate to Gary Thompson. 

At the April meeting the program was presented by Historian,  
Rickey E Pittman.   He is an author/folksinger/storyteller.  Some    

of his books include:  Cajun ABC, Louisiana Night Before Christmas, 
Louisiana Animals ABC, and Rio Grande Valley ABC.   He had a  

wonderful presentation on How Spain Helped America Win the  
Revolutionary War Against Britain! 



 Benjamin Tennille  Chapter, 

LASSAR                                                                 

Monroe, LA 

 

 
                                                                                 
. 
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King Scott & Bo Shaw preparing for 

the June 7th dedication of a plaque  

placed by the Fort Miro LSDAR 

Chapter honoring Revolutionary 

War Soldier Benjamin Tennille. 



 Benjamin Tennille  Chapter, LASSAR                                                                 

Monroe, LA 
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The Fort Miro Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, held an America 250! 
Celebration on Saturday, June 7th at the Benjamin Tennille Cemetery to dedicate a 
plaque to the only known Revolutionary War soldier buried in Monroe - Benjamin    
Tennille.  Joining in the celebration were members of the Benjamin Tennille 
Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution, who also placed a bronze plaque at 
the gravesite. Benjamin Tennille was born in 1750 in Prince William Co, Virginia and 
served as Sergeant in the 3rd Regiment of the Continental Forces.  The prelude music 
was played by Coby Heath, from the ULM Music                                                                         
Department, featuring music from Benjamin                                                                            
Tennille’s personal Hymnal in the Layton Castle                                                                               
Collection - tunes such as, “America Free” and                                                                      
“Washington.” The wreath was laid by Judy Letlow,                                                                       
one of the twelve descendants attending the                                                                           
ceremony!  All in attendance were invited to a                                                                          
brunch at the Layton Castle following the ceremony. 



 

Benjamin Tennille & James Huey LASSAR 

Chapters attended the Triangle Park 4th of 

July Celebration in Monroe, LA. The Chapters 

used this opportunity to hand out candy & tell 

visitors about the Sons of the American   

Revolution.  Gerald Graves, dressed in    

Revolutionary attire, showed a replica of a 

Revolutionary War rifle to visitors  & fired it to 

represent the “Shot heard round the world.”  

SAR members present were:  Chuck Rand, 

Gerald Graves, Steve Ray, Fred Hamilton, & 

Tripp Faulk 

39 

Benjamin Tennille & James Huey Chapters   

@ Triangle Park, Monroe, LA 
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Spent the Saturday, March 30, recruiting for SAR at a “Art in the Park” in Sumter SC. 

This is a community event to promote reading in the community. We gave out coloring 

books, crayons, and hats  

Dr. Enemund Meullion Chapter, LASSAR                                             

Alexandria, 

LA 

 

              

 

Hal Gonzales represented LASSAR & Dr. Enemund 
Meulion Chapter Saturday, April 25 at the 244th      
anniversary of the siege of Fort Watson SC. He      
presented the Wreath, served in the honor guard ,  
and led the pledge. 
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Dr. Enemund Meullion Chapter, LASSAR                                             

Alexandria, LA 

 

              

 

Compatriot Hal Gonzales presents the 

Bronze ROTC medal to Brandon 

Gerecke a student at Lakewood High 

School in Sumter, SC 

Henry Robertson, Ph.D., received a     
certificate of appreciation and an  
LASSAR mug for his presentation 
"The Battle of Eutaw Springs, SC, in 
Myth and Memory." 

Chapter President Gervais Compton 
presents Aubrey Birinyi with two      
certificates and two checks for winning 
the 2024 Americanism Poster Contest 
at both the chapter & state levels.                                                            
Birinyi's poster "Women of the    
American Revolution" will be judged   
at the 2025 NSSAR Congress in July. 

Chapter President Gervais Compton          
presented Hon. Kerry Spruill with a            
Certificate of Appreciation and an LASSAR 
mug for Spruill's presentation on the history  
of the Sixth and the Seventh Amendments    
of the U.S. Constitution that guarantees the 
right to a jury trial in criminal and civil cases. 
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Galvez Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Shreveport, LA                                                                      

Minden , LA Kicks Off America 250 Celebration 

with  Ceremony honoring Paul Revere’s Ride   

April 16, 2025 

 

   

 

 

          

 

                                                                

A ceremony held in downtown Minden on Wednesday marked the 250th anniversary of 

Paul Revere’s ride and served as the city’s official launch of the nationwide America 

250 initiative, commemorating the lead-up to the 

United States’ 250th birthday in 2026. 
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Galvez Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Shreveport, LA                                                                       

 

   

 

 

          

 

                                                                

Compatriot Keith Porter is sworn in as    

President 2025-26 by outgoing President 

Jerry Madden.   Compatriot Porter is also 

awarded the 5 year Service Certificate. 

“Two Lights” Celebration  

During early April, Mayor Nick Cox of Minden was approached by SAR and DAR about    

the National America 250 “Two Lights” celebration scheduled for April 18. The Mayor      

enthusiastically endorsed the celebration.  

From left to right SAR Color Guard member Ted Brode and wife Phyllis, Minden Mayor 

Cox, Compatriot Jerry Madden and wife Cindy.  
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Galvez Chapter, 

LASSAR                                                          

Shreveport, LA                                                                       

 

   

 

 

          

 

                                                                

Compatriot Jerry 

Madden awards   

Minden High School 

Cadet Major Nichols 

with the Bronze 

ROTC Medal. 

Faculty and students took part in the changing of their flag on April 25, 2025 

SAR Compatriot  Jerry Madden  & DAR Regent Cindy Madden briefed the students   
on proper Flag etiquette.  Compatriot Madden awarded Mrs. Howard, School Principal 
with an SAR Certificate of Appreciation for proper display of  the American Flag and 
Regent Cindy Madden awarded Mrs. Howard and Browning Elementary with an 
NSDAR  Flag Certificate. 
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Galvez Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Shreveport, LA                                                                       

   

 

Galvez Chapter participates in Memorial Day Honors at  Centuries Memorial Park in 

Shreveport, Hillcrest Memorial  Park in Haughton, & the Northwest Louisiana        

Veterans Cemetery in Keithville, LA. 

 Compatriot Gayle McFarland helped place over 2000 Flags at the Centuries 

Memorial Park and Compatriot Mike Deeter represented the Chapter at the       

Northwest Louisiana Veterans Cemetery and Compatriot Bill Nichols at Hillcrest    

Memorial Park. 

Compatriot Nichols        Compatriot McFarland 

Compatriot George Gilmer is 

shown being sworn in as a new 

member by President Keith   

Porter. 

Compatriot Gilmer, a retired   

accountant, is an active member 

of the DeSoto Parish Historical 

Society and  will be a valuable 

assent of the Galvez Chapter 
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Galvez Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Shreveport, LA                                                                       

   

Compatriots are awarded a 

Service Certificate  by the 

chapter for each 5 years of 

continuous membership 

through 60 years of service.   

Chapter President Keith Porter presents 

5 year certificates:          

Receiving Certificates are:                     

Top right:  Steve Edwards                 

Top left: Roger Anderson                   

Bottom right:  Nat Richie                   

Bottom left:  Steve Creech 



General Philemon Thomas Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Baton Rouge, LA                 
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On March 22, the General 

Philemon Thomas Chapter 

conducted a grave     

marking for Patriot James 

Penny.   Patriot Penny is 

buried in a small family 

cemetery on private land 

in northern East Baton 

Rouge parish  

General Philemon Thomas Chapter of   

Baton Rouge, La Society SAR             

Compatriots Jim Moffatt, Chuck Morgan 

and Seth Johnson were presented the 

SAR America 250 Silver Medal!            

Presenting is Louisiana Society SAR 

America 250 Chairman Derrick Spell.  

https://www.facebook.com/SARGPT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW-PEc1VuUqP1a93PKqfzgz2PV3YwSCPdQAm0bB3t71hV1jhnXV1LjOgVBJfMFODjeZ2sdLJTEHvCwiaULc_YikTLui_7lXMn9KL5TugDzXzDhqcEGSxjjHExqQB62LJQun_mmVcTaLbrXF4hv7nNqWbenmg835PYG6aXNZjF94RcvjoK2he-WCxKms4Ac9BQs&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/SARGPT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW-PEc1VuUqP1a93PKqfzgz2PV3YwSCPdQAm0bB3t71hV1jhnXV1LjOgVBJfMFODjeZ2sdLJTEHvCwiaULc_YikTLui_7lXMn9KL5TugDzXzDhqcEGSxjjHExqQB62LJQun_mmVcTaLbrXF4hv7nNqWbenmg835PYG6aXNZjF94RcvjoK2he-WCxKms4Ac9BQs&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560956042994&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW-PEc1VuUqP1a93PKqfzgz2PV3YwSCPdQAm0bB3t71hV1jhnXV1LjOgVBJfMFODjeZ2sdLJTEHvCwiaULc_YikTLui_7lXMn9KL5TugDzXzDhqcEGSxjjHExqQB62LJQun_mmVcTaLbrXF4hv7nNqWbenmg835PYG6aXNZjF94RcvjoK2he-WCxKms4
https://www.facebook.com/derrick.spell.718?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW-PEc1VuUqP1a93PKqfzgz2PV3YwSCPdQAm0bB3t71hV1jhnXV1LjOgVBJfMFODjeZ2sdLJTEHvCwiaULc_YikTLui_7lXMn9KL5TugDzXzDhqcEGSxjjHExqQB62LJQun_mmVcTaLbrXF4hv7nNqWbenmg835PYG6aXNZjF94RcvjoK2he-WCxKms4Ac9BQs&__tn_


General Philemon Thomas  Chapter, Baton Rouge 
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General Philemon Thomas Chapter of Baton 

Rouge, La Society SAR Board of Directors voted 

unanimously to honor our departed Compatriots 

with book donations to the NSSAR Research     

Library. Each Compatriot was honored with one 

book in their memory. Secretary Jeff Truax visited 

the library and the grave of Patriot Daniel Boone 

earlier this month.  

Several members of the General Philemon Thomas Chapter had the pleasure of    
educating the 4th graders at Seventh Ward Elementary. Each of the Compatriots 
talked about his Patriot and his uniform. L-R:  Chris Achee, Brad Richard, Steve    
Kubicek, Paul Bledsoe, Derrick Spell, Neil Hohman, Jeff Truax, and Greg Lindsly,    
Not pictured was Jim Moffatt 

https://www.facebook.com/SARGPT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU_WQsPNpOg0tPzZWLMNVVRgdKgCMbvwyIv4O77RBsL8bSKp77dVutcvrge4MbZUG8fMkHW9JVKbY1ZCDgfDFsZltrJlUFhWzVUx4ryP5AmdQT-_W8NRr2ueLN2WHfoHAZt37UI0hFxaw2jGkNTkjro3ur60nQw4SRJ7ocgcdTh5uyFdBs0Lm4KEWbXrtX8sFI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/SARGPT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU_WQsPNpOg0tPzZWLMNVVRgdKgCMbvwyIv4O77RBsL8bSKp77dVutcvrge4MbZUG8fMkHW9JVKbY1ZCDgfDFsZltrJlUFhWzVUx4ryP5AmdQT-_W8NRr2ueLN2WHfoHAZt37UI0hFxaw2jGkNTkjro3ur60nQw4SRJ7ocgcdTh5uyFdBs0Lm4KEWbXrtX8sFI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/SARGPT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVR9WjUHgyk5y2oCWHeO4bqaYoZ-Vm-wmq456O8b_uVnYr8-TPB8rtqdtMxPwTdFvDHlGtp9c5psQrXS5Y7JVRxI58mfhUV4guN8KQJpCK73A0Qeb0vosIlNWoV4-cXTFi0JrzOPUuAYno5rpsNZEyh5GwANIdlCq8fAeEe5vyNaYQs7GJTaKngBomb9trQaN4&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/seventhwardelementaryds?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVR9WjUHgyk5y2oCWHeO4bqaYoZ-Vm-wmq456O8b_uVnYr8-TPB8rtqdtMxPwTdFvDHlGtp9c5psQrXS5Y7JVRxI58mfhUV4guN8KQJpCK73A0Qeb0vosIlNWoV4-cXTFi0JrzOPUuAYno5rpsNZEyh5GwANIdlCq8fAeEe5vyNaYQs7GJTaKngBomb9trQaN4


General Philemon  Thomas Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Baton 

Rouge, LA                 

 

 

 

 

Friday, April 11, 2025, the General Philemon    
Thomas Chapter honored Patriot Armand    
Duplantier with a wreath laying at his resting   
place in the Historic Highland Cemetery in    
Baton Rouge.  The Chapter was honored     
with a visit and remarks by the Marquis de             
Lafayette, along with a visit by a tour group  
with the American Friends of Lafayette.         
Armand Duplantier served  as aide-de-camp   
to General Lafayette during the American  
Revolution and lived out his life after the war in 
Baton Rouge. 

L-R Marquis de Lafayette played by actor Mark Schneider, Compatriots Derrick Spell, 
Neil Hohmann, American Friends of Lafayette Executive Director Chuck Schwam, 
Compatriots Brendon Swanson, and Gary Stansbury. 
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General Philemon Thomas Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Baton Rouge, LA                 
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 On April 19, the  chapter commemorated the 250th anniversary of the Battles      
of Lexington and Concord with a presentation by Compatriot Eddie Vaughn and a     
presentation of the colors by the chapter color guard. The event was held at the      
Gonzales branch of the Ascension Parish Library.  L-R:  L-R, Jim Moffatt, Greg      
Lindsly, Ray Spruill, Chris Achee, Steve Estopinal, Eddie Vaughn (presenter), Paul 
Bledsoe, Steve Kubicek, Jeff Truax, Paul Bergeron, Bill Taylor, Derrick Spell, Shawn 
Cloud.  

Compatriot Eddie Vaughn presents the program on 

the 250th Anniversary of the Battles of Lexington & 

Concord 



General Philemon Thomas Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Baton Rouge, LA                 

General Philemon 

Thomas Chapter  

hosted the    

American Friends 

of Lafayette in a 

ceremony at   

Highland      

Cemetery to honor 

Patriot Armand 

Duplantier.      

General Lafayette 

spoke about his 

friendship with 

Duplantier and 

their service in the 

American       

Revolution. It was 

a wonderful    

ceremony on a 

beautiful morning 

in the city of Baton 

Rouge. 
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https://www.facebook.com/SARGPT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX0wPRtgoNgxCgEYpr240qRRWoJz6wp51CiAtA5Z-dkDIFQTbyF3zYXTU0IsyGxlUYRb9w1jiE75pgSzwDxCwscaECGcujsMWUgn0NrLxb7gQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/SARGPT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX0wPRtgoNgxCgEYpr240qRRWoJz6wp51CiAtA5Z-dkDIFQTbyF3zYXTU0IsyGxlUYRb9w1jiE75pgSzwDxCwscaECGcujsMWUgn0NrLxb7gQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R


General Philemon Thomas Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Baton Rouge, LA                 
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Derrick Spell presents the SAR Bronze 
Color Guard Medal to General Philemon 
Thomas Chapter Color Guard Com-
mander Paul Stanley Bergeron.   Paul 
has served in dozens of chapter and 
state events over the last few years. 

Derrick Spell presents Chapter Vice-

President Gary Stansbury, Jr. with 

the SAR America 250 Gold Medal. 

April 26, Chapter President Paul Bledsoe presents the SAR Silver ROTC award to Air 
Force Cadet Aiden Nugent (left) & Midshipman Rob Shackelford (right) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SARGPT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUX2Y5tA3MpSfwVLPHnuW_xXeUXc3BHiAFVZnYiR6c6JWvmoDi0nUXL36i_UjN1wNklC06VHzSaTG-oGfEwf1m0HzY4CosNOt5DNBsaDXyi60b6zeCsHW0m6odDTbI4tAdDhFlccKxdkoHC93v_Tu60pOulDfJ1UacTdke9wTbTUc307XL1d2K430lHUfCT80p4cx8cSZUcGZ2x2ACH
https://www.facebook.com/SARGPT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUX2Y5tA3MpSfwVLPHnuW_xXeUXc3BHiAFVZnYiR6c6JWvmoDi0nUXL36i_UjN1wNklC06VHzSaTG-oGfEwf1m0HzY4CosNOt5DNBsaDXyi60b6zeCsHW0m6odDTbI4tAdDhFlccKxdkoHC93v_Tu60pOulDfJ1UacTdke9wTbTUc307XL1d2K430lHUfCT80p4cx8cSZUcGZ2x2ACH


General Philemon Thomas Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Baton Rouge, LA         
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Congratulations to Louisiana’s newest Compatriot, Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser! He  is 

descended from Patriot Daniel Van Voorhies from NY. Presenting Compatriot 

Nungesser with his SAR Membership Certificate were the following LASSAR officers  

(L to R): 1st Vice President Russ Godwin, 2nd Vice President Derrick Spell and                

Secretary Steve Kubicek.  

 At the Chapter’s May meeting Compatriot Mitch Pratt gave an informative talk on the 

long guns of the Revolution  

 

https://www.facebook.com/russ.godwin?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWiP5rgWIMkiDWCh39tug_xlIHR18XtoGVECniSRRt9wXn7b7r5npo35Mp3ULxTJD79JnKYUHFhWMhVGjrYhoXBFI7TliwxxmZ5fWcD5Dh3W3RVAs8xgOpIHYTw8_DWLhTmRWP3VnQPQ55E5AbGcfBJN050HZk7agd6j2s49CnrGrlI3-ZOh-83ve8Ea0Cx_Y4XRHcJfw9WITA
https://www.facebook.com/derrick.spell.718?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWiP5rgWIMkiDWCh39tug_xlIHR18XtoGVECniSRRt9wXn7b7r5npo35Mp3ULxTJD79JnKYUHFhWMhVGjrYhoXBFI7TliwxxmZ5fWcD5Dh3W3RVAs8xgOpIHYTw8_DWLhTmRWP3VnQPQ55E5AbGcfBJN050HZk7agd6j2s49CnrGrlI3-ZOh-83ve8Ea0Cx_Y4XRHcJf
https://www.facebook.com/mitch.pratt.56?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU0BfXuA1hNHVyQUq0hGb1pF6aFPfnQPb9k4vGYY10OCOppJNRPdyUbM9UvBKpN_XVjwMvm61iYTRzvQ17hPKgkUYVuWe8JMIsqEi7QlNgxqijEnCWTesmnxJyXAlkVRAB2RPiJsiFwHbk8FNwno4vhq2sR1uR8MFnyKSEHZIHRto2d806RJ79Rj6ssTzebR08&__tn__=-


General Philemon Thomas Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Baton Rouge, LA         
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At the Chapter June 

Meeting Navy ROTC 

Commander Shawn 

Cloud was presented 

the SAR War Service 

Medal from Chapter 

Registrar Dr. Derrick 

Spell 

Outstanding Cadet Earns Medal  

Cadet 2nd Lt Alisha Grant was 

awarded the SAR JROTC Bronze 

Medal for her leadership in    

JROTC at Walker High School 

where she was recently selected  

as Outstanding Cadet of Walker 

High School JROTC. Alisha has  

excelled in scholastic and Marine 

Corps JROTC studies. She will be 

the Cadet Leader for Walker High 

School JROTC next year as a    

senior. Presenting the medal and 

the $500 prize from the chapter is 

Jeff Truax, Chapter Secretary 



General Philemon Thomas Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Baton Rouge, LA         
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On June 14th the General Philemon Thomas 

Chapter celebrated Flag Day                            

at Louisiana’s Old State Capitol. 

The Chapter welcomed new members at their June meeting. LR:  Thomas 

Sanders, Lynn David Lyons, Lance David Lyons, & Albert Allen Ward III. Not 

pictured:  Ethan Sanders 



General Philemon Thomas Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Baton Rouge, LA                                                                           

Summer Social June 12, 

2025 
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Chapter President Paul       

Bledsoe welcomes            

members to the Chapter’s 

Summer Social 
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General Philemon Thomas Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Baton Rouge, LA                                                                           

Summer Social                                                                                 

June 12, 2025 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

       

Denise Lindsly, wife of 

Compatriot Greg Lindsly 

with door prize  

Margot Moffatt, wife of Jim 
Moffatt, with her door prize 

Compatriot Eddie Vaughn with his 
door prize 

Compatriots Jeff Truax and Jim Moffatt 

Compatriot Bobby 

Steward with door prize  



Battle of Baton Rouge Coins 

 
            Front        Back 

 

 

 

 

$15 each, OR 

2 for $25 
 

 

Please see Derrick Spell if interested 
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General Philemon Thomas 

Chapter Coins 
 

 

                            Front         Back 

 

 

$15 each, OR 

2 for $20 
 

 

Please see Derrick Spell if interested 
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George Washington Chapter, LASSAR                                           

New Orleans, LA                                                                           

. 
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George Washington Chapter, LASSAR                                           

New Orleans, LA                                                                           

 

February 19, 2025 Meeting  Speaker Robert Freeland 

Meeting at Holiday Inn in Metairie with 31 in attendance.  Speaker Robert Freeland is 

Vice-President of Friends of the Cabildo.   His topic:  On Governor Galvez and his 

campaign against the British in the Revolutionary War 

At this meeting the 

Chapter inducted 3 new 

members:   Exnicios, 

Ticknor, & Dongieux, 

The chapter reported 

112 members as of   

December 31, 2024 and 

as of February 19, 2025 

the chapter had 84    

active members plus 24 

members that checks 

were received late, for a 

total of 110 members 



George Washington Chapter, LASSAR                                           

New Orleans, LA                                                                          

. 
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George Washington Chapter, LASSAR                                           

New Orleans, LA                                                                           
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April 24, Compatriot Bradley Hayes and his family 

had the pleasure of touring two French naval        

vessels. The highlight of the tour was meeting a     

fellow SAR member, Capitaine de Frégate          

Guillame Chevillot (France Society). His Patriot     

Ancestor fought in the Battle of the Chesapeake     

as part of the French navy under Admiral de    

Grasse. His ship, the LHD Mistral, is in port for New 

Orleans Fleet Week. We exchanged tokens of      

respect from our two countries' military and the SAR  

The Chapter’s June 

meeting met at     

Bistro Orleans in 

Metairie with 35   

present.  The 

speaker for the  

meeting was Michael 

Collins 



James Huey Chapter, LASSAR                                                              

West Monroe, LA 
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At the March SAR meeting President 
Ted Brode was surprised by an          
impromptu presentation of a medal 
commemorating the 50th anniversary  
of the Vietnam War, presented by 
Chapter SAR Member and Commander 
Chris LeGuin of the Monroe, LA VFW 
(Veterans of Foreign Wars.) 

The program for the March meeting was 

judging 21 brochures from the 7th grade 

class of Calhoun Middle School, Calhoun, 

LA for the Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial 

School  Brochure Contest.  First place  

winner was Piper Bond (center) , 3rd 

place Ruby Sistrunk (right) and 2nd place     

Kenneth Moss (left) 

1 

3 2 



James Huey Chapter, LASSAR                                                              

West Monroe, LA 
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On April 10, 2025 the James Huey Chapter presented Certificates & Cash Prizes to the 

chapter winners of the Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle School Brochure Contest.  

L-R:  Freida Hamilton, Phyllis Brode, Steve Ray, Ted Brode, Fred Hamilton, Piper 

Bond, Kenneth Moss, Ruby Sistrunk, Brenda Edwards, 7th grade teacher, and Dr. 

Richard Hearn, Principal.  

1st Place Piper Bond  2nd Place Kenneth Moss     3rd Place Ruby Sistrunk 
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James Huey Chapter, LASSAR                                                              

West Monroe, LA 

At the April meeting, Highlights of the State 

Meeting were presented and the video from 

“Revolutionary War Rarities—The Start of 

the Revolution was shown. 

 

The James Huey Chapter presented the 

Bronze ROTC Medal to Kaiden Robert 

Hartley at West Monroe High School and 

Braden Matthew Duncan at West 

Ouachita High School in May, 2025 

In May, Compatriot Gerald  

Graves presents Lt. Barden    

Matthew  Duncan , student at 

West Ouachita High School     

with the SAR Bronze  ROTC 

Medal.  L-R:  Gerald Graves, 

Barden Duncan, & Capt. Patrick 

Compatriot & Mrs. Gerald Graves 

attended the Avenue of Flags in 

Lake Charles, LA 
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James Huey Chapter, LASSAR                                                              

West Monroe, LA 

 

 

At the Chapter’s May 

meeting President Ted 

Brode welcomes our   

new   member Rocky 

Boudreaux and presents 

him with his Membership 

Certificate. 

At the June meeting Chapter members, 

Steve Ray & Fred Hamilton, gave an 

informal account of their recent trip to 

the National Society Sons of the   

American Revolution building in       

Louisville, Ky.  Brochures from  the trip 

were given to members present. 



Natchitoches Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Natchitoches, LA       

  

 

 

  The Natchitoches Chapter currently has 18 
members (17 regular and 1 junior) with one application   
in progress.  We meet the 2nd Saturday of each month   
at Ft. St. Jean Baptist in Natchitoches. 
  
 Our meeting attendance is low, but the interest in   
the SAR remains high.  In lieu of a guest speaker, we  
normally watch a short video, 45-60 minutes in length. 
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Oliver Pollock Chapter, LASSAR                                                          

Lake Charles, LA        
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On May 26, 2025, the Oliver 
Pollock Chapter Sons of the 
American  Revolution held its 
42

nd
 Annual Avenue of Flags 

Ceremony featuring 1230    
plus coffin flags posted at          
the Orange Grove-Graceland 
Cemetery in Lake Charles.  
This is country’s largest display 
of memorial flags. 

Past State Regent Cheryl Gott            

presented Compatriots Ted Brode      

and Russ Godwin with the Hannah  

White Arnett Silver Medial of Distinction 

for Extraordinary Cooperation &         

Outstanding Service to NSDAR 



Oliver Pollock Chapter, LASSAR                                                         

Lake Charles, LA        

 Chapter Activities Report –                                                                                               
Memorial Day through LASSAR   

Annual 
Meeting 

2025 

    

 

 

Avenue of Flags Memorial Day Ceremony 
On Memorial Day 2025, the Chapter hosted the Avenue of 
Flags at Orange Grove Cemetery in Lake Charles, Louisiana. 
A total of 1,223 Veteran Casket Flags were proudly displayed. 
In conjunction with the ceremony, the Chapter planted a     
Liberty Tree to honor the enduring legacy of American liberty. 
The event featured participation from Louisiana DAR Regent 
Mrs. Cheryl Gott and Anne Burgeon of DAR and  Grenaderos 
y Damas de Galvez. Color Guardsmen from the James Huey 
and General Philemon Thomas Chapters presented the     
Colors with precision and respect 

Membership Update 
One new member application was approved for Compatriot Erick Brown. We 
warmly welcome him to the Oliver Pollock Chapter. 

Grave Marking Ceremony 
Compatriots Russ Godwin, Michael LeJeune, and Chapter President Bill        
LeJeune attended the Grave Marking Ceremony for Revolutionary War Patriot 
Etienne  Lassard. The event was hosted by the Enemund Meullion Chapter. 
Chapter President Bill  LeJeune received his second Oak Leaf Cluster for the 
Patriot Grave Marking Medal. 

LASSAR Annual Meeting Recognition 
Chapter President Bill LeJeune was elected President of the Louisiana Society, 
SAR (LASSAR) during the LASSAR Annual Meeting. He was also presented the 
State  Distinguished Service Medal for his exceptional work as LASSAR       
Secretary.   Past Chapter President and Immediate Past LASSAR President 
Russ Godwin was awarded the Patriot Medal, the highest honor a state society 
can bestow, and the Silver Roger Sherman Medal for his two years of            
distinguished service as a state officer. 

Youth Education Recognition 
Chapter President Bill LeJeune received the Youth Education Medal in          
recognition of  his classroom presentations on various Revolutionary War      
topics, highlighting the Chapter’s commitment to education and patriotism. 
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Oliver Pollock Chapter, LASSAR                                                         

Lake Charles, LA        

 

 

 Oliver Pollcok Chapter held its Quarterly meeting where Compatriots Cochran 
and Seele were presented the War Service Medals with Vietnam Bar by President Bill 
LeJeune. Ted Harless was recognized for earning his Gold 250

th
 Anniversary medal 

and Secretary Michael LeJeune earned his Silver 25oth Medal. President LeJeune  
received 5 approved Supplemental Applications for Blaise LeJeune, Michel Carrier,  
Pierre Carrier, Gabriel Lopez, and Georges Toutcheque. 
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Pierre Georges Rousseau Chapter LASSAR                                             

Covington —Mandeville, LA   

PGR members Vice President Leonard Rohrbough and Secretary Paul Guidry 
in conjunction with the DAR representative Stacey Dempsey participated in the 
Colonial Days school presentation on May 16

th
 at Our Lady of the Lake school 

in Mandeville, LA. Wearing colonial attire, PGR members addressed about sixty 
5

th
 grade students discussing numerous aspects of the Revolutionary War,     

including their SAR sponsoring ancestors and the upcoming anniversary events 
in history.  

 

Pictured above are Leonard Rohrbough, Stacey Dempsey, and Paul Guidry.  

 

PGR Color Guard members Vice President Leonard Rohrbough, Secretary Paul 
Guidry, and Rodney McKelroy presented the colors on June 28

th
 at the         

Covington “Stars in the Park” celebration, commemorating Independence Day. 
PGR member George Clemenceau also participated in the event as a member 
of the local band.  

 



The VASSAR Awards Committee wants to announce a new 

medal for SAR/DAR/C.A.R. members who attend the    

ceremonies commemorating the 250th anniversary of events 

leading to Lord Dunmore's departure from Virginia.  

Participation in these events also supports the Presidential 

Initiatives on VASSAR's supplemental Americanism report. 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Road to Virginia’s Independence’ medal – will be awarded to those mem-

bers of SAR/DAR/C.A.R. who attend all six of the Dunmore-related events. 

These events are:  

Gunpowder Incident in Williamsburg,  May 2025                                                         

 Skirmish at Hampton, October 2025                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 Skirmish at Kemp’s Landing, November 2025                                                                     

 Battle of Great Bridge, December 2025                                                                                 

 Burning of Norfolk, January 2026                                                                                                       

 Battle of Cricket Hill & Gwynn’s Island, July 2026 

For those members attending the events during the 250th anniversary of each a bar 

indicating the 250th anniversary will be attached to the drape. Presentation of 

these awards will be planned for the Virginia SAR’s semi-annual conference in 

2026. 

For those attending some or all of these events following their 250th anniversary, 

they will receive the medal without the 250th anniversary bar. 

Compatriots wishing to earn this medal must register on the sign-in sheets at each 

of the events. 

Questions? Contact Dr. Kenneth Hawkins @ drklhawkins@gmail.com. 
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General Philemon Thomas Chapter                       

Compatriot Recognized  for                                             

Lifetime of Leadership and Service  

  

By                                                                                                           

Jeff Traux 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fort Benning, GA –  
 
In a ceremony rich with tradition and surrounded by the echo of marching boots and 
American flags waving in the Georgia breeze, retired Staff Sergeant (SSG) and Sons 
of the American Revolution Compatriot Paul Donald Heytman was formally inducted 
into the prestigious Honorary Order of Saint Michael, Guardian Level, on Friday, June 
27, 2025—a rarely bestowed recognition  reserved for the Army’s most exceptional   
airborne leaders.  
 
For Compatriot Heytman, the moment was a culmination of a career forged in fire and 
defined by leadership in some of the Army’s most elite and dangerous combat roles  

L-R:  CSM (Ret.) Fred Bourjaily, Staff Sgt/ (SSG Paul Heytman,                                     

&  Col. (Ret.) Robert Choppa 
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A Legacy of Service  
 
SSG Heytman began his Army career in August 2002, stepping onto the yellow      
footprints that mark the start of basic training. Over the course of nearly 13 years of  
active duty, he rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant (E-6) and served as Battalion Mortar 
Platoon Sergeant, with a Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) of 11C—an indirect  
fire infantryman.  
 
His career included multiple deployments across two war zones, spanning some of the 
most pivotal years of the Global War on Terror.  
 

Combat Footprints Across Continents  
 
His first deployment came in October 2003, less than two years after the 9/11 attacks. 
Serving in Afghanistan until August 2004, he was based out of Firebase Salerno,    
supporting post-Operation Anaconda missions and helping open the strategically vital 
Khost-Gardez Pass.  
 
In Iraq from October 2006 to December 2007, he supported both 1st and 2nd Marine 
Regimental Combat Teams and later served as a Quick Reaction Force (QRF) with  
the 3rd Infantry Division during Operation Marne Avalanche—a mission so pivotal it 
was immortalized in a James Dietz painting, "At The End of the Day."  
 
A second tour in Iraq from August 2009 to August 2010 saw him embedded with the 
8th Iraqi Army Division, mentoring and training their forces in mortar tactics while      
operating out of K1, near Kirkuk.  
 
He returned to Afghanistan in 2014, deployed to FOB Kandahar from February to    
November, continuing his legacy of mentorship and tactical leadership in the field.  
 

Decorations of Distinction 
 
Throughout his service, SSG Heytman earned a range of prestigious awards,            
including:  
 
● Combat Infantryman’s Badge (Two awards, first order)  
● Expert Infantry Badge  
● Valorous Unit Award with Oak Leaf Cluster  
● Meritorious Unit Commendation with two Oak Leaf Clusters  
● Joint Unit Commendation Medal  
● Navy Unit Commendation Medal  
● Army Commendation Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters  
● Army Achievement Medal with a silver Oak Leaf Cluster  
● U.S. Army Paratrooper Badge  
 
Each medal represents moments of valor, sacrifice, and extraordinary service under 
the most difficult conditions.  
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A Rare Honor for a Rare Leader  
 
The Honorary Order of Saint Michael (Guardian Level) is awarded by the U.S. Army 
Aviation Association to individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the 
success of Army aviation and airborne operations. What made Compatriot Heytman’s 
award exceptional is that it was granted to him while still serving—a rarity for a non-
commissioned officer at the E-6 level.  
 
“ It’s essentially a lifetime achievement award,” he says, “but mine came a little earlier 
than most.”  
 
The nomination recognized his combat leadership in the Airborne community and     
his relentless commitment to mission success and troop welfare across multiple       
deployments  
 

Comments Beyond the Uniform 
 
Now retired from the Army, Paul remains deeply connected to the infantry community. 
A life member of the Combat Infantrymen’s Association, he has twice had the solemn 
honor of laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. He also volunteers his 
time with recruiting efforts, helping to inspire the next generation of American soldiers. 
Paul has been an active member of the General Philemon Thomas Chapter, Louisiana 
Society, Sons of the American Revolution, since September 2023.  
 

A Ceremony to Remember  
 
The award ceremony took place at Fort Benning, Georgia, during a weekend filled with 
military pageantry: Ranger Muster, a Basic Training graduation, and an Airborne 
School graduation. After the Airborne School event, honorees and guests toured the 
National Infantry Museum, where history and heroism stand shoulder-to-shoulder.  
 
In the commemorative photos, SSG Heytman is flanked by two distinguished military 
leaders: on the left, CSM (Ret.) Fred Bourjaily, Commander of the Combat                
Infantrymen’s Association, and on the right, COL (Ret.) Robert Choppa, Commander  
of the National Infantrymen’s Association and a member of the Sons of the American 
Revolution.   
 
Joining him for the ceremony were family members Donna, Hattie, and Kevin, who 
stood proudly beside him, sharing in the moment of reflection, honor, and pride.  
 
SSG Heytman's story is one of grit, honor, and quiet professionalism. His legacy is not 
only carved into the annals of Army history but also lives on in the soldiers he led, the 
units he served, and the values he continues to represent.  
 
If you’re looking for a reminder of what selfless service truly looks like, look no further 
than the man at the center of “At The End of the Day.” 
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The State Legislature authorized a new standard issue license 

plate for Louisiana commemorating America 250.  It will be the 

standard plate issued in 2025 and 2026 

America 250 

 The United States will celebrate its 250th birthday on July 4, 

2026.  The organization Louisiana America 250 has been formed 

to help tell the state’s involvement in the American Revolution 

that led to our country’s independence.   

 The website for America 250 is http://america250.org 
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http://america250.org
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Here is the link to this website: 

https://revolutionarywarrarities.podbean.com/ 

SAR celebrates 250th Anniversary of the Battle 

of Lexington & Concord April 19, 2025. 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=0RHDYHe8ekE&si=t3HBK5yigD-r0H4K  

https://revolutionarywarrarities.podbean.com/
https://youtube.com/watch?v=0RHDYHe8ekE&si=t3HBK5yigD-r0H4K


 

Upcoming Happenings 2025      

 8/23/2025  Grave Marking at Highland Cemetery, Baton Rouge, LA       

9/26/2025   General Philemon Thomas Annual Constitution Week Banquet,    

   Baton Rouge Country Club, Baton Rouge, LA                                        

9/27/2025    Battle of Baton Rouge Commemoration and Wreath Ceremony,  

   Galvez Plaza, Baton Rouge, LA — 8:00 a.m.                                            

9/27/2025  1779  Hour Seminar, Old State Capitol Building, Baton Rouge,       

   LA — 9:00 a.m.                                                                                                  

9/27/2025   LASSAR Fall Board Meeting, River Center Branch Library, Baton  

   Rouge, LA — 10:30 a.m.                                                                                          

10/2-4/2025     2025 NSSAR Fall Leadership Conference, Lexington, KY                       

3/5-7/2026  2026 NSSAR Spring Leadership Conference, Lexington, KY                

10/1-3/2025  2026 NSSAR Fall Leadership Conference, Lexington, KY 

 

           

                                                                                                               

Did you know! 

    The current NSSAR approved future Congress locations are: 
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Wanted Back issues of the  Pelican Patriot                                                                                              

prior to July 2012 

 We are looking for back issues of the Pelican Patriot prior to July 2012.   

 Compatriot Donald T. Riger began the Pelican Patriot many years ago.  He was 

a member of the Oliver Pollock Chapter in Lake Charles and later in the Natchitoches 

Chapter in Natchitoches. 

 Anyone having any of these back issues please let me know. 

Thank you. 

Fred Hamilton                                                                                                        
Editor, Pelican Patriot                                                                                                       

3733hamilton@gmail.com 



Fees for Applications  
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Mike Deeter 

LASSAR Registrar 

2664 Long Lake Dr 

Shreveport, LA 71106 

Commit-



Life Membership Form for NSSAR 
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Life Membership Form for LASSAR 
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2024-2025 LASSAR Officers 

  

President: Billy LeJeune (OP)  campljn@yahoo.com 

1st VP:  Russ Godwin (OP)  frgodwin@yahoo.com                                                                                                       

2nd VP: Derrick Spell (GPT)  derrickspell@cox.net                

3rd VP:  Fred Hamilton (JH)         3733hamiltonh@gmail.com 

Secretary: Steve Kubicek (GPT)  steve@stevekubicek.com 

Asst. Sec: Jerry Madden (GAL)  jmadden 50@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Jeff Traux (GPT)              jefftraux@cox.net                                  

Chaplain: Fr. D.B. Thompson (OP) sacrerdos0526@pm.me     

Chancellor:  Bradley T. Hayes (GW)            bthayesq@gmail.com                                                                

Surgeon: James Morock, Sr. M.D. (DEM)  jamkma@aol.com                                                                                 

Registrar: Michael Deeter  (GAL)         mldeeter@aol.com                         

Historian: Steve Ray (JH )                          kermitt1141@aol.com                                                            

Genealogist:    Patrick T. Dye (GW)             ptdservicesolutions@yahoo.com 

The  LASSAR  Chairman         

appointed for SAR Library. 

Chris Achee of the General 

Philemon Thomas Chapter, 

He serves as our state point      

of contact for the NSSAR     

Genealogical Library.  He will 

keep us informed of items of 

interest to our state society 

as well as our advocate for 

the NSSAR  Genealogical 

Library.   

His contact is: 

Christopher  Achee 

38244 Mindi Ct. 

Gonzales, LA. 70737-6086 

(225) 229-0838 

c.w.achee@gmail.com 

If you have any news you’d like 

to have included in the next PELICAN PATRIOT, send it to Fred Hamilton at 

3733hamilton@gmail.com . 
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Directors:  

Andre Blanchard (ATC)              anbphd@gmail.com       

Edwin M. P. Chapman (ATT) edwin.chapman@lusfiber.net 

Gervais Compton (EM)   agcompton3@outlook.com  

Eric Irby (EM)               anvilmeister@gmail.com       

Mike Sawrie (DEM)  mike.sawrie@yahoo.com  

Jeff Roux (GW)    jeffnjara@roux.org                             
Michael LeJeune (OP)  michael@lejeunes.net                   
Gerald Graves (JH)            gdg1336@aol.com                                 
Tony Vets (NAT)  tonyvets@bellsouth.net                            
Joel Whitehead (PGR)  JoelWhitehead75@outlook.com                  
Jeffrey W. Nolen (OP)           jeffreynolen 3156@yahoo.com       
Mitch Pratt (GPT)  mitch.pratt@att.net      

   Past Presidents: 

Russ Godwin (OP)              frgodwin@Yahoo.com                                          
Randal Domingue  (ATC) randalldomingue@ymail.com           
Jeffrey W. Nolen (OP)  jeffreynolen3156@yahoo.com   
James T. Schneider(GW) jamestschneider@gmail.com       
Chris Achee (GPT)              c.w.achee@gmail.com                                                                                             

                                                                        

 

National Trustees from the Southern District:                                                            

Trustee:    Russ Godwin (OP)      frgodwin@yahoo.com                                                                                   

 Alt. Trustee :  Randall Domingue (ATC) randalldomingue@ymail.com 

mailto:jerrhayn@yahoo.com
mailto:liontree@bellsouth.net
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mailto:NUmholtz@aol.com
mailto:jmckay@mckaylawfirm.net
mailto:jamkma@aol.com
mailto:Clifford.Normand@att.net
mailto:Kermitt1141@aol.com
mailto:jimjones09@gmail.com
mailto:c.w.achee@gmail.com
mailto:fredh@suddenlink.net
mailto:liontree@bellsouth.net
mailto:NUmholtz@aol.com
mailto:NUmholtz@aol.com
mailto:liontree@bellsouth.net
mailto:NUmholtz@aol.com
mailto:NUmholtz@aol.com
mailto:liontree@bellsouth.net
mailto:fredh@suddenlink.net
mailto:fredh@suddenlink.net
mailto:fredh@suddenlink.net
mailto:fredh@suddenlink.net
mailto:liontree@bellsouth.net
mailto:liontree@bellsouth.net
mailto:jerrhayn@yahoo.com
mailto:fredh@suddenlink.net
mailto:liontree@bellsouth.net
mailto:liontree@bellsouth.net
mailto:jamkma@aol.com
mailto:jerrhayn@yahoo.com


ALEXANDRIA - Dr. Enemund Meullion Chapter 

Gervais Compton, Pres. –  agcompton3@outlook.com 
Brent Morock, Sec. – teqrecon@gmail.com                      
Website - http://emclassar.org                                          
Meets every other monthly at noon on 3rd Saturday, plus 
October @ Fort Randolph, Pineville  

BATON ROUGE -  General Philemon Thomas Chapter 

Paul Bledsoe, Pres. –   hpbledsoe@gmail.com                                                                 

Jeff Truax, Sec. – jefftruax@cox.net                                  

Visit our Facebook page:  General Philemon Thomas    

Chapter of Baton Rouge, LA Society SR                                                    

1st Friday of each month at noon, except July.  Contact 

Chapter for more information. 

 

 COVINGTON/MANDEVILLE - 

Pierre Georges Rousseau Chapter 

Henry Motty, Pres.  –    henry.b.motty@gmail.com                                                  
Paul Guidry, Sec.– phgj2000@aol.com                          
Meets April, September & December                                
Contact Chapter for more information 

LAKE CHARLES - Oliver Pollock Chapter 

Bill LeJeune, Pres. – campljn@yahoo.com                          
Mitch Perkins, Sec. – bigkauhuna@gmail.com                    
No regular meetings – Memorial Day Avenue of Flags     
Contact Chapter for more information 

 LAFAYETTE – Attakapas Chapter 

William “Bill” McCain, Pres. – Bill@WilliamCMcCain.com                                               
Robert N. Raney, Sec. – RRaney@gmail.com                                       
Meets Monthly except  June, July & August on 3rd         
Wednesday @  the Petroleum Club, Lafayette  

MONROE - Benjamin Tennille Chapter                                                           

Rod Guy, Pres. –  rodguy100@yahoo.com                             

King Scott, DDS, Sec. – kingscott@drkingscott.com                               

Meets monthly at noon on 1st Friday                                          

@ Piccadilly Restaurant, Monroe 

  

NATCHITOCHES – Natchitoches Chapter                                        

Tony Vets, Pres. – tonyvets@bellsouth.net                       

Tony Vets, Sec.  – tonyvets@bellsouth.net                  

Monthly at noon  on 3
rd

 Saturday                                                                 

@ Merci-Beaucoup Restaurant, Natchitoches 

 

 NEW ORLEANS - George Washington Chapter 

Alvin Jones, Pres.  –  sslljones@aol.com                                  

Rene Navarre, Sec. –  rjna@bellsouth.net                                                    

Meets every other month (Jan/Mar/May/Sep/Nov) @ 11:30 

a.m. on2nd 
t
 Wednesday at the Southern Yacht Club; during 

“Summer Recess” (Jun/Jul/Aug) @ 11;30 a.m. at Two 

Tony’s Restaurant; during Feb/Arp/Oct/Dec the meetings are 

weekend/evening affairs at the SYC (George Washington’s 

Birthday, Lexington & Concord, Victory at Yorktown ban-

quest + Annual Meeting/Christmas Party                        

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/george washington-

chapterLASAR/ 

SHREVEPORT- Galvez Chapter                                                                

Keith A. Porter, Pres. -porterkeithalan@gmail.com                                                                                                           

Mike Deeter, Sec. – mldeeter@aol.com                                                  

Meets monthly at 11:30 am on 3
rd

 Tuesday                                                

@ Petroleum Club, Shreveport 

 

WEST MONROE - James Huey Chapter                                                       
Theodore H. Brode, Pres. – tbrode@comcast.net                           
Steve Ray, Sec.—  Kermitt1141@aol.com                                    
Meets monthly on 4

th
 Tuesday  (Except Dec. )                             

@ Golden Corral, West Monroe 6:30 pm  

 

THIBODAUX  - Atchafalaya Chapter                                         

Randall Domingue, Pres.— randalldomingue@ymail.com                             

Hayes Bailly, Sec.— baillyhayes@yahool.com                                

Contact Chapter for more information. 

LASSAR’s Pelican Patriot                                        
William F. “Fred” Hamilton, Editor                        
1711 Broadway Ave                                                        
Ruston LA  71270                                            
Email: 3733hamilton@gmail.com                            
Phone:   318-255-1946 (home)       

Visit the LASSAR WEBSITE @ www.lassar.org 

LASSAR Webmaster:                              

Michael LeJeune  michael@lejeunes.net                     
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LASSAR COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
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Standing Committees Required by Bylaws 

Membership Committee – Chairman, Dr. James Morock, MD. 

Nominating Committee – Chairman, Jeffrey Nolen 

Finance Committee – Chairman, Steve Kubicek 

Communications Committee – Chairman, Fred Hamilton 

 Pelican Patriot (Fred Hamilton – Program Manager) 

 Website (Michael LeJeune – Program Manager) 

 CAR Liaison (Fred Hamilton – Program Manager) 

 DAR Liaison (Jerry Madden – Program Manager) 

 Out Reach to Schools (Jeff Truax – Program Manager) 

Patriotism Committee – Chairman, Billy LeJeune 

 Americanism (Billy LeJeune – Program Manager) 

 Flag Display and Etiquette (Billy LeJeune – Program Manager) 

 America 250 (Dr. James Morock – Program Manager) 

 Veterans  (Billy LeJeune – Program Manager) 

 Public Service and Heroism  (Dr. James Morock – Program Manager) 

Youth and Teacher Awards Committee – Chairman, Lawrence M. Capuder 

 Eagle Scout Competition (Lawrence M. Capuder – Program Manager) 

 Orations Contest (Mitch Pratt – Program Manager) 

 History Teacher Award (Admiral Joel Whitehead – Program Manager) 

 Knight Essay Contest  (Vacant – Program Manager) 

 Poster and Brochure Competition (Steve Ray – Program Manager) 

SAR Committee – Chairman, Russ Godwin 

 G.W. Endowment Fund (Leonard Rohrbaugh – Program Manager) 

 Grave Marking (Steve Ray – Program Manager) 

 Color Guard (Ted Brode – Program Manager) 

 By-Laws (Russ Godwin – Program Manager) 

 Medals and Awards (Tony Vets – Program Manager) 

ROTC/JROTC Committee – Chairman & Program Manager, Edwin Chapman 
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SAR BERNARDO DE GALVEZ Medal Front View 

 http://lassar.org/uploads/3/4/3/4/34343076/galvez_medal_revised_jul2023.pdf  
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SAR BERNARDO DE GALVEZ Medal Back View 

 http://lassar.org/uploads/3/4/3/4/34343076/galvez_medal_revised_jul2023.pdf  
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT SAR MEMBERSHIP MEDAL 

The Southern District SAR Membership Medal was approved, 
as submitted, by the 2015 SAR Medals and Awards committee at 
the Spring Leadership meeting in Louisville. The VPG will have 
medals for sale.  
The Medal is available, without restriction, to any member of 
the Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and/or Tennessee societies. 
As planned, 100 medals were presold and ordered for            
production. Distribution will begin at the Southern District 
SAR Meeting at Congress. A new District Logo is a residual 
benefit.  

Proceeds from the sale of the medal will support the Walter Buchanan “Buck” Meek 
Award Fund that recognizes the state society with the largest numerical increase of 
George Washington Endowment Fund members.   Special thanks are extended to the 
District Logo/Emblem Committee who made this possible – Michael P. Schenk (MS), 
Chair, Thomas E. Jacks (LA), James K. Stone (TN), James (Jim) J. Thweatt (TN), Thomas 
Robert (Bob) Thomas (AL), and Michael (Mike) C. Wells (AL). Also, I am especially ap-
preciative that the Valentine Sevier SAR Chapter and its Treasurer Cleo G. Hogan agreed 
to serve the Treasury role during initial medals sales.    
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 LSCAR      News 
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2025— 2026 STATE OFFICERS & SENIORS 
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Louisiana Society                                                                        

Daughters of the American Revolution 

2025-2028 State Officers 

Top row L-R:  Lillian Dumlap, Cyndy Hardaker, Erah Harper, Tammy Andrews, Debra 
Bridgeman, Paula Roper, Rae Gremillion                                                                                                   
Bottom row L-R:  Nicole Metoyer, Sarah Grace Brooks, State Regent Katie Collins,  
Rachel Shaw, Amy Liner 
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The Fall Board of Directors Meeting for the Ladies Auxiliary will be held on Saturday, 
September 27, 2025, at 10:30 AM.  We will meet at the River Center Branch Library 
(Fourth Floor) located at 250 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. The men will be 
meeting in the same building, at the same time. 

At this Board Meeting we will discuss Ladies Auxiliary membership, an amendment to 
the By-Laws, plans for the April 2026 General Membership Meeting and Silent Auction, 
and how the Ladies Auxiliary will participate at the NSSAR Congress in New Orleans in 
2027. 

At our General Membership meeting in April, we elected officers for the term 2025-
2027. 

President - Marlene Sawrie 

Vice-President - Teresa Compton 

Secretary - Cindy Madden 

Treasurer - Cheryl Morock 

Marlene is unable to serve at this time, so Cheryl Morock will serve as President, as 
approved by the board. 

As you know, the Ladies Auxiliary is proud to support the state Youth Awards          
Programs. The Silent Auction at the Annual LA SAR Meeting is our main fundraiser to 
that end. We raised $2205 from this year’s auction. A special Thank You to all who  
donated items for auction, to those who gave cash donations, and to those who bid on 
the items. We presented a check for $3000 to the LA SAR for the state Youth Awards 
Programs.  

**The Ladies Auxiliary has donated a total of $20,134 to date!** 

Thank you also to all of the Ladies Auxiliary members who worked on site and in the 
background to make our auction a great success. We appreciate your dedication to 
this worthy cause. 

It is never too early to look for items to donate for our annual Silent Auction in April 
2026. Cash or check donations are always welcomed. Please encourage your chapter 
to participate. We would love to receive something from each of the eleven chapters in 
the state.  

Hope to see you at the September Meeting! 

Yours in Patriotic Service, 

Cheryl G. Morock 

Ladies Auxiliary President / Treasurer 

The Ladies Auxiliary of the                                                        

Louisiana Society                                                          

Sons of the  American Revolution 
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The Ladies Auxiliary of the                                                        

Louisiana Society                                                          

Sons of the  American Revolution 
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Members of the Ladies Auxiliary attending the LASSAR State Meeting April 12, 2025 

at the Hotel Bentley in Alexandria—Back Row L-R:  Phyllis Brode, Ann Bergeron,   

Martha Whitehead, Teresa Compton, Cindy Madden.  Front Row L-R:  Karen Vets, 

Cheryl Morock, Nancy Billings, Rhonda Godwin 

2025-2026 Ladies Auxiliary Officers 

Cheryl Morock, President                                       

Teresa Compton, Vice-President                                      

Cindy Madden, Secretary                                                 

Cheryl Morock, Treasurer 
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